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In March, students, staff and faculty held the 
College's annual Power of One Day. 

"Thank you for your fantastic support of the 
Power of One Day, which surpassed our one 
day giving records for this annual event. The 
generosity and commitment of our entire com¬ 
munity makes me very proud to be a 
member of the Blue Jay family." 

President Carl Strikwerda 
(More information on page 6.) 
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Reflections from President Strikwerda 

As I reflect over the last eight years, the driving forces behind my work as president at 
Elizabethtown College have been our motivated students who seek to make an impact on the 
world, the supportive faculty who endlessly guide and teach our students, and the devoted 
staff who work tirelessly to create a community of continuous learning. 

Everything we have accomplished together—from new facilities on campus to the creation 
of high-demand programs—would not have been possible without the incredible talent, 
hard work and generosity of a Blue Jay community, numbering in the tens of thousands. Our 
graduates are building innovative, global companies, helping people in need, and serving 
society in countless ways. Their foundation is built with the dedicated team of faculty and 
staff who work in the buildings surrounding The Dell, a location that reminds us all of where 
our students begin and end their college journeys. I am proud to have been just one of 
many mentors and leaders, educators and influencers, who make Elizabethtown College the 
exceptional place it is. 

The special moments that capture the best of E-town for me include the Induction 
ceremony—the night before first-year students begin classes. It is there, in The Dell, where 
they sign the Colleges pledge of integrity and receive their first E-town pin; the Thanksgiving 
Dinner, where faculty, staff, and alumni meet and talk with students while serving them a 
traditional feast; the Christmas tree lighting helps students feel connected to home and their 
community on campus. Alumni events around the country, where graduates and their families 
tell me how much the College made an impact on their lives, testifies to the importance of 
what we do each and every day to ensure our students reach their lifelong goals. And, the 
notes parents and alumni have sent me in response to my E-Moments have reminded me of 
your deep support for our students and the College. 

As I begin a new journey, I am excited to devote myself to being a historian, and writing and 
consulting on higher education. Gail and I look forward to staying in touch with our Blue Jay 
community in the years to come and visiting campus for signature events. 
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I am grateful for the privilege of guiding this institution these past eight years and am 
honored to be succeeded by a wonderfully gifted leader, Cecilia M. McCormick, J.D., whom 
I know you will welcome and support. Thank you to everyone in the E-town community for all 
that you do for the College, and for the endless memories you have given me and my family. 
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Educate for Service. Blue Jays. Always, 



Carl J. Strikwerda 

President, Elizabethtown College 
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Newborns in Need 


LIVES OF SERVICE: E-TOWN COLLEGE'S |gg 
GIVING TREE HELPED SENIOR'S NON-PROFIT 


Every year during the holidays, 
Elizabethtown College puts up the Giving 
Tree in the Marketplace and fills it with 
goods that benefit different non-profits. 
Students, faculty and staff can sponsor a 
donation to help these organizations. This 
year, the Giving Tree benefited the charity 
Todd’s Angels, which was founded by 
senior Brooke Mazzone. 

“Being accepted as the recipient of 
the Giving Tree was a dream come true,” 
Mazzone said. 

Mazzone is a social work and Spanish 
double major. She is a certified child 
welfare caseworker with the Lancaster 
County Children & Youth Services, where 
she will continue in a full-time position 
after graduation. She also lectures annually 
about her experiences growing up as a 
foster family to educate students, faculty 
and staff about the foster care system. 

She founded Todd’s Angels, an infant 
clothing charity, in 2015, during her senior 
year of high school. She collects donations 
and distributes them to local hospitals in 
order to provide clothing for children born 
into the system. 

Her idea for a non-profit started with 
a little boy named Todd, a baby taken at 
birth and placed into her family’s care. 
Todd arrived at her home wearing only 
a diaper. Todd’s Angels provides clothing 
for children like him who have nothing 
when they are born and emphasizes that 
all children deserve the same quality of life 
and basic needs. 


For Mazzone, working on behalf of 
foster children is her passion and running 
an organization is deeply fulfilling. She is 
responsible for all aspects of managing 
the non-profit, including marketing, 
networking, distribution, and inventory. 
“Not only does it provide clothing as a 
basic necessity, but it provides clothing as 
dignity,” Mazzone said. “These children 
are sent to foster homes with nothing. They 
deserve the same start that children get in a 
traditional family.” 



Brooke Mazzone '19 founded Todd's Angels in 2015 
to help babies bom into the foster care system. For 
more information, visit ToddsAngels.webs.com. 


“Not only does it 
provide clothing as 
a basic necessity, 
but it provides 
clothing as dignity.” 

Brooke Mazzone 


This is the first time in the College’s 
history that a student-led non-profit has 
been chosen to be the beneficiary of the 
Giving Tree. The tradition began in 2007, 
when Dining Services first purchased 
the tree frame and decorated it with 
poinsettias. 

“Em proud to go to a school that puts 
so much emphasis on service for others, 
and supports me in my mission,” Mazzone 
said. 
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THE DELL & WORLD 


GOLDINA: INAUGURAL 
PRIZE RECIPIENT 

Assistant 
Professor of 
Biology, Anya 
Goldina is 
the 2018-19 
recipient of 
the Polanowski 
Prize for 
Excellence in 
Faculty- Student 
Advising and 
Mentorship. 
The award, 
in its inaugural year, is presented to an 
Elizabethtown College faculty member 
to commend and celebrate excellence in 
advising and mentoring students toward 
successful graduate school placement and/ 
or careers. 


POLANOWSKI 

“Since the beginning of my career 
at Elizabethtown College, I have 
heard about the incredible impact that 
Dr. [Frank] Polanowski made on his 
students, and I can only hope to be a 
source of such support and inspiration 
for my students, 55 said Goldina. “As 
a mentor I want to help my students 
recognize and believe that their ideas 
are useful and that they can have great 
insights. 55 

The Polanowski Prize for 
Excellence was made possible through 
the generosity of Dr. Mary E. Schmidt 
5 79 and Dr. Russell Libby, and honors 
Dr. Frank P. Polanowski, Associate 
Professor of Biology Emeritus, for 
his inspirational service to countless 
students at Elizabethtown College. 



“I think the students are the ones who inspire me 
They challenge me to think creatively and find 
ways to make material relevant.” ~ Anya Goldina 



SILKROAD SHARES MUSICAL LANGUAGE 


The Grammy award-winning Silkroad, 
founded by cellist Yo-Yo Ma in 1998, 
shared its unique blend of music and 
peace narrative as the central elements of 
the 2019 Ware Lecture on Peacemaking, 
held on April 11 in Leffler Chapel and 
Performance Center. 

The evening included lecturers 
Eduardo Braniff and Ophelia Dahl along 
with Silkroad musicians Jeffrey Beecher, 
Sandeep Das, Maeve Gilchrist, Shane 
Shanahan and Kaoru Watanabe. The 
Grammy Award-winning artists seek and 
practice radical cultural collaboration 
in many forms, creating and presenting 
new music, teacher and musician training 


workshops, and residency programs in 
schools, museums, and communities. 
Braniff, executive Director of Silkroad, 
and Dahl, the daughter of writer Roald 
Dahl and Patricia Neal both serve on 
Silkroad’s Board of Directors. The two 
led discussions with the audience on 
peacemaking. 

Generously donated 
by an anonymous 
faculty member, the 
Artistic Peacebuilding 
class painted the piano 
(pictured left) this spring 
which is on display at the 
Baugher Student Center. 



BOMBERGER: RANCK 
PRIZE RECIPIENT 



At age 6, E. Douglas Bomberger 
played his first notes on the piano and 
was immediately hooked on music. 
Bomberger’s father, a longtime pianist, 
taught him how to play, and it may have 
been what sparked his curiosity in pursuing 
a career in music. 

“The pleasure of playing piano is what 
drew me to it, 55 said Bomberger. “The 
beauty of the piano is that you can create 
an entire musical composition by yourself. 55 

Since 2005, Bomberger has served 
as Professor of Music in the Fine 
and Performing Arts Division in the 
Department of Music. He’s focused 
his research primarily on music in the 
19th century United States and its 
transformation during that period. 

Awarded the 2018-19 Ranck Prize 
for Research Excellence, Bomberger was 
recognized for his in-depth reflections and 
exceptional examinations. 

“It’s very gratifying to be honored with 
the Ranck Prize because we have so many 
people at Elizabethtown College who are 
doing top-notch research—this means a lot 
to me as a scholar, 55 Bomberger said. 

Bomberger recently wrote his sixth 
book titled, “Making Music American: 

1917 and the Transformation of Culture. 55 
The book examines the changes to music 
in the United States during 1917—the year 
the U.S. entered World War I. Bomberger 
shared, “In the course of one year, the 
musical culture in the United States 
changed as a reflection of the times. 55 

Turn the page to read about 
Bomberger’s new book. 
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Making Music 
American: 1917 and 
the Transformation 
of Culture 

E. Douglas Bomberger 


“Making Music American: 

1917 and the Transformation 
of Culture,” by Elizabethtown 
College Professor of Music, E. 
Douglas Bomberger, was published 
in Dec. 2018. 

In his sixth book, Bomberger 
examines together for the first 
time concurrent events in classical, 
popular, and military music to 
illuminate the transformation of 
American attitudes toward music 
in 1917. 

He also explores the cultural 
setting that made jazz popular 
almost overnight, and reveals to 
readers the impact of advances 
in recording technology on both 
popular and classical music. 

Bomberger’s book has been 
given rave reviews by The Wall 
Street Journal and The New 
Yorker. The book is available for 
purchase online. 


NEW: PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM 
AND FACILITY 


Elizabethtown College will add a Physician 
Assistant (PA) program beginning in fall 
2020*. Students who are eligible will be 
able to obtain a Master of Science degree 
in Physician Assistant Studies in five and a 
half years. 

“We’re committed to providing future 
health care providers with an education 
that is centered on service and integrates 
interdisciplinary learning,” Founding 
Director of the PA Program, Lynn Eckrote 
said. “The E-town PA program will 
provide a comprehensive curriculum that 
incorporates hands-on learning in state-of- 
the-art laboratories.” 

A 16,000 square-foot, three-story 
wing will be added to the north side of 
Esbenshade Hall to house the program. 


Employment of physician 
assistants is ^ 

projected to X'Mnli 

grow 37% l 111 


between 2016 and 2026 . 

* According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Construction 
will begin 
in fall 2019 
and will be 
complete in fall 
2020, in time 
to welcome the 

first class of PA masters candidates. 

Students entering the accelerated 
program as first-years will follow the 
undergraduate Bachelor of Biology with 
Allied Health Concentration curriculum. 
Students who have already earned a 
bachelor’s degree can enter the program 
as master’s degree candidates. More 
information about the PA program will be 
available at etown.edu after July 1. 


“The E-town PA program will provide 
a comprehensive curriculum that 
yy y incorporates hands-on learning in state- 


*Elizabethtown College has applied for Accreditation-Provisional from the Accreditation Review Commission on 
Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA). Elizabethtown College anticipates matriculating its first class in 
December 2020, pending achieving Accreditation-Provisional status at the June 2020 ARC-PA meeting. Accreditation- 
Provisional is an accreditation status granted when the plans and resources allocation, if fully implemented as planned, 
of a proposed program that has not yet enrolled students appear to demonstrate the program's ability to meet the 
ARC-PA Standards or when a program holding accreditation-provisional status appears to demonstrate continued 
progress in complying with the Standards as it prepares for the graduation of the first class (cohort) of students. 


GLOBAL FINANCE COMPETITION 


Three Elizabethtown College students 
represented the CFA Society of 
Philadelphia chapter in the North 
American Regional CFA Institute Research 
competition in April. The annual challenge 
is a global competition that provides college 
students with hands-on mentoring and 
intensive training in financial analysis. 

Mentored by industry professionals, 
seniors Anastassiya Sayenko, Anthony 
Knight, and Felix Goettfert wrote an 
equity research report on a publicly traded 
company and presented their findings to a 
panel of investment experts. 



Above, pictured (L to R): Anastassiya Sayenko, 
Associate Professor of Finance, Emma 
Neuhauser, Felix Goettfert and Anthony 
Knight. 
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THE DELL & WORLD 


Standout Scholars Recognized 


GILMAN SCHOLARSHIP 

Three Elizabethtown College students were 
awarded the 2019 Gilman Scholarships. 
Juniors Delaney Dammyer, Andrea Grey 
and Gierra Stevens were selected, and 
join 800 other students in the competitive 
scholarship program which receives nearly 
3,400 applications annually. 

The Gilman Scholarship was created 
for students with financial constraints, to 
gain proficiency in diverse languages and 
cultures, skills that are critically important 
to their academic and career development. 
The scholarship also helps students with 
their study abroad expenses. 

This is the second time Elizabethtown 
College students have been awarded the 
Gilman Scholarship and the first time three 
students were honored. 


Scholarship recipients traveled abroad during the 
2019 spring semester and studied in the following 
countries: (pictured L-R): Cierra Stevens- New Zealand, 
Delaney Dammyer- Iceland, Andrea Grey- Greece 


FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP 

Seniors Victoria Edwards and Melissa 
Germano were both awarded Fulbright 
Scholarships. 

Victoria, an International Business and 
Japanese major with a specialization in 
Political Science, will conduct research at 
Sophia University and Waseda University 
in Japan. She will focus her research 
project on examining polarization among 
contemporary Japanese youth activists 
and non-participants, and the changing 
landscape of youth political participation. 

“Being able to engage with individuals 
and events firsthand, rather than from 
behind a computer screen, imparts a deep 
sense of importance to my work,” Edwards 
said. “I look forward to listening to the 
stories of those I meet and understanding 
their role with respect to larger social 
trends.” 

Victoria plans to digitally archive her 
findings, providing descriptions in English 
and Japanese. 

Melissa, a Spanish Education (Pre-K 
through 12) major, will use her teaching 
assistant grant and teach English to 
elementary students in Spain for nine 
months. She is an Honors student at 
E-town and previously studied abroad in 
Valladolid, Spain for a semester teaching 
English to third- and fifth-grade students. 


"Without the guidance from my 
professors and mentors, l f m not 
sure if I would have been able to 
obtain such a prestigious award." 

Melissa Germano 


Fulbright 

Scholars 

Victoria 

Edwards 

and Melissa 

Germano 

(pictured L-R) 




“I am most excited to be returning 
to the classroom setting which I enjoy 
and where I feel most comfortable.” said 
Germano. “I also look forward to meeting 
the locals, continuing to build my Spanish 
skills, and learning more about their rich 
and vibrant culture.” 

The Fulbright Program is devoted to 
increasing mutual understanding between 
the people of the United States and the 
people of other countries. Fulbright 
is the world’s largest and most diverse 
international educational exchange 
program. 



NEWMAN CIVIC 
FELLOW AWARD 

Sophomore Matt Smith 
was honored as a 2019-20 
Newman Givic Fellow. 

The Newman Givic 
Fellowship recognizes students who have 
demonstrated a capacity for leadership and 
an investment in solving public problems. 

Smith, a History and Middle Eastern 
Studies major, has led community service 
projects through the College’s Student 
Senate organization and aspires to a career 
in diplomacy and peacemaking. 

“My ultimate goal is to improve the 
lives of others by reducing violent conflict 
around the world,” Smith said. 

Through the fellowship, students 
are provided learning and networking 
opportunities, including a national 
conference of Newman Givic Fellows in 
partnership with the Edward M. Kennedy 
Institute for the U.S. Senate. The fellowship 
also provides fellows with access to apply 
for exclusive scholarship and post-graduate 
opportunities. 


2019 READERS SURVEY: SHARE YOUR OPINIONS! 

We appreciate you, our loyal readers! Between now and June 30, please share your opinions about the Elizabethtown magazine. 
Visit etown.edu/readerssurvey2019 and take a few minutes to tell us how we’re doing. Thank you for your continued support! 
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Engineering a Partnership gene e r n ation f 'st s u t dents 


Elizabethtown College Associate Professor 
of Engineering & Physics, and department 
chair, Dr. Sara Atwood, recently was 
awarded a grant from the National Science 
Foundation. Atwood will be mentored by 
Stanford University professor Dr. Sheri 
Sheppard, the Carnegie Foundation’s 2014 
U.S. Professor of the Year. 

Atwood and Sheppard will research 
and explore how internship experiences 
help form professional engineering identity, 
particularly among first-generation 
students. 

“At some point during their education, 
engineering students form an identity as 
a professional engineer, and internship 
experiences might be key to that identity 
formation, particularly for first-generation 
students who may not have family 
members or community members who are 
engineers,” Atwood said. 

Atwood also will identify barriers that 
prevent first-generation students from 
accessing internships. 

“For example, students may have to 
continue working during the summer 
at their grocery store or hostess jobs or 
risk losing them, when those jobs pay for 
their bills and books during the semester,” 



"The motivation for the 
research was very personal 
to me—l f ve mentored first- 
generation students who 
have benefitted greatly 
from internships but had to 
overcome barriers to access 
those opportunities. Working 
with first-generation students 
to help them achieve an 
engineering degree is an 
aspect of my job that is 
especially meaningful." 


Atwood said. 

Atwood and Sheppard aim to provide 
research to scholarly literature, and add 
best practices for students, academic 
advisors, career services, and hiring 
managers to aid in hiring first-generation 
students. 


Sara Atwood 



POWER OF ONE DAY 

On March 19, the E-town community celebrated its fifth annual Power of One Day, 
setting a new record for the event by raising $439,559. 

“It’s amazing how the event has grown over the last five years and has become a 
tradition here,” Senior Associate Director of Annual Giving Ben Osterhout ’05 said. 
“In our first year we had hoped to reach 200 donors and we hit 849. Now in year five, 
reaching nearly 1,800 donors is just incredible because the results directly support the 
College.” 

Blue Jay ambassadors are made up of alumni, parents and students who help to 
promote the annual day of giving through traditional and social media outreach. 
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BE MORE INSPIRED 


CAMPAIGN 


THE CAMPAIGN FOR ELIZABETHTOWN 


INSPIRED Campaign 

Support Inspires Us All To Do More. 

BY ELIZABETH BRAUNGARD '86 


BEINSPIRED. 

THE CAMPAIGN f(W ELIZABETHTOWN 


HOW IS CAMPAIGN SUCCESS 
MEASURED? IN DOLLARS 
RAISED? GOALS ACCOMPLISHED? 
STUDENTS WHO BENEFIT? 

JUST FOUR YEARS AGO THE BE 
INSPIRED. CAMPAIGN BEGAN 
WITH A VIRTUAL LAUNCH, 

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN THE 
COUNTRY. WITHIN TWO YEARS, 
THE $50 MILLION GOAL WAS MET. 
AND THE E-TOWN FAMILY JOINED 
US ON AN EVEN MORE AMBITIOUS 
JOURNEY—TO SUPPORT A 
NEW CAMPAIGN GOAL OF $60 
MILLION. NOW, IN 2019, WE 
FIND OURSELVES EVEN MORE 
INSPIRED. 

The college has surpassed the goal once again. 
But while another threshold of success has been 
met, there is still much to accomplish. 

"FIRST-GENERATION"—WE DO IT WELL 

Support for scholarships ensures the E-town 
experience becomes a reality for a larger flock of 
Blue Jays each year, many of whom are first- 
generation college students. While the College 
reduced tuition by 32 percent for 2019-20, many 
students and their families are still challenged 
to return each year. That’s what makes Scott 
Jones’ Hearthstone Foundation Scholarship 
so important. Embracing the College motto 
of “Educate for Service” all began almost 40 
years ago for Scott, at the Alpha Hall pinning 
ceremony his freshman year. As the son of a 
dairy farmer, Scott was among the first in his 
family to go to college and a scholarship made 


Projects noted in blue designate increased 
emphasis in the Be More Inspired. Campaign. 



GREATER STUDENT SUCCESS 


Career Center 
and Internships 

Scholarships 

Honors Program 

Momentum 
Scholars Program 

First-Year and 
Sophomore-Year 
Experiences 

Prestigious 

Fellowships 


New Academic 
Programs: Health 
Professions 

Student/Faculty 

Research 

Faculty Development 
and Recognition 

Technology 
Innovation Fund 

Community Based 
Learning and 
Called to Lead 

Center for Global 
Understanding and 
Peacemaking 
and Cross-Cultural 
Experiences 


Inspired Living 
Communities/ 
Residential Renewal 

Campus 

Enhancement 

Sustainability 
Green Fund 

Bowers Center for 
Sports, Fitness 
and Well-being 

Young Center 
Endowment and 
Expansion 


ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE FUND 


EDUCATE FOR SERVICE 
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Scholarship winners Khai T. Do '20 
(left) and Catherin Acosta '18 (right) 
stand with Scott Jones (center). 



"When I first saw 
E-town, I cried. It 
was so different 
from home, but in 
a good way." 

Catherine Acosta '18 
Social Work major 



"I love E-town 
for its small classes 
and sense of 
tradition." 

Fatima Janeh '19 
Social Work major 



"My scholarship gives 
me the opportunity 
I always hoped for, 
and it motivates me to 
do my best—not only 
for me, but for those 
that believe in me." 

Jorge Tirado '21 
Biomedical Engineering 
major, French minor 


£ ETOWN.EDU 


Elizabethtown a reality for him. 

Scott’s journey took him to Duke University 
for a master’s degree in forestry. His life’s work, 
in commercial real estate and the responsible 
management of forests, has afforded him the 
opportunity to benefit students like him. 

By establishing the Hearthstone Foundation 
Scholarship, a first generation student receives 
support for their four years at E-town. Four 
students benefit annually from Scott’s generosity. 
With 40 percent of our students being first- 
generation, Scott’s hope is that his gift not only 
allows students to attend Elizabethtown College 
but also pursue meaningful work as he has. 

PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT 21ST 
CENTURY CAREERS 

Ensuring that our academic programs grow 
and evolve with workforce demands means 
E-town graduates find employment, many 
prior to graduation. New concentrations in our 
fast-growing engineering program, new majors 
in business and psychology and high-demand 
careers in the health professions have all led to 
aggressive program development and growth 
over the last two years. The introduction of a five 
and a half-year accelerated Master of Physician 
Assistant (PA) Studies program, which launches 
in 2020 with 30 open seats, will prepare students 
to enter a career sector that was ranked by U.S. 
News and World Report as number one in 
Best Health Care jobs for 2019. The campaign 
continues with the building expansion in the 
Masters Center for Science and Engineering, 
where the Physician Assistant Program will be 


housed. The approximately 17,000 square foot, 
three-story wing will provide classroom and 
laboratory space for not only the PA program but 
also for Occupational Therapy, the College’s first 
doctoral program. 

LIVING WITH AN EYE ON THE FUTURE 

Looking to the future, the College will begin 
to offer the kinds of living experiences that 
today’s students are expecting. Gone are the 
days of traditional dorms. Twenty-first-century 
students are savvy in their desire to live more 
independently. Apartment-style living is what 
Blue Jays are flocking to and what the College 
will begin to make available as we transform the 
E-town living experience over the next two years. 
Independent living prepares students for life 
beyond E-town and offers opportunities to live 
and work together in communities that encourage 
adult decision-making. 

Support for faculty development and 
recognizing their outstanding work in teaching, 
research, mentoring and service is vital to the 
continued recruitment and retention of stellar 
faculty. Awards and stipends ensure that our 
faculty are recognized and rewarded for their 
dedication to the student experience. 

THE ANNUAL FUND OPENS DOORS 

For many friends of the College, they choose 
to offer campaign support through the Annual 
Fund. And for some, it becomes a family affair. 
For the Sheckard family, E-town holds a special 
place in their hearts. Jane ’72, her son Tom 
’94, and granddaughter Amanda T4, have 












THE CAMPAIGN FOR ELIZABETHTOWN 


consistently given an annual gift, to support our 
students, for nearly 50 years combined. They 
consider supporting E-town a privilege. 

Their story is one of love, loss and 
commitment. In the late 60’s, Jane commuted 
to the College with her older brother. During 
her time at the College, she married Kenneth, 
a fellow student. They were expecting their 
son Tom, when Kenneth died suddenly during 
her senior year. In support of Jane, her fellow 
students designated one-half of the senior class 
gift to help her. Jane vowed that their gift would 
be used wisely—to send Tom to college. And the 
E-town tradition continued for the Sheckards, 
with both Tom and his daughter, Amanda 
attending and giving back to the College. It is a 
story that has come full circle with our students 
benefitting in the very same way that Jane did 45 
years ago. 

GRANT FURTHERS COMMITMENT TO 
ATHLETICS AND WELLNESS 

With the opening of the Bowers Center on the 
horizon, the College’s dedication to the sports, 
fitness and well-being infrastructure is just 
beginning. Thanks to Representative David S. 
Hickernell ’83 and Senator Ryan P. Aument, 
and the Redevelopment Assistance Capital 
Program (RACP) Grant, the campus will see 
even greater improvements to its athletic facilities 
and recreational spaces around campus. The 1:1 
grant match ($ 1 million grant with an E-town 
match), will include improvements to the softball 
field and tennis courts (lighting and bleachers will 
be added later) and enhanced pathways around 
campus with walking trails that connect with 
Elizabethtown Borough and Mt. Joy Township. 

The 204-page application and the ultimate 
approval of the grant was possible because of the 
College’s strong partnership with Elizabethtown 
Borough. “This RACP grant demonstrates 
our commitment to and continued investment 
in athletics and well-being,” said director of 
athletics, Chris Morgan ’91. 

All the improvements are scheduled to be 
completed by Feb. 2020. 

GIFT ENSURES ANNUAL 
OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS 

With a $300,000 gift to establish the S. 

Dale and Sadie High Family Business and 
Entrepreneurship Fund, S. Dale High ’63, P’86, 
H’93 is ensuring that business students have 



the opportunity to attend the World Business 
Forum’s annual global business summit. As 
Dr. Petru Sandu, director, Family Business 
Entrepreneurship Program explains it, “This 
gift enhances our ability to provide the best 
experiential learning opportunities to the next 
generation of enterprising families and budding 
entrepreneurs.” 


This rendering was designed by 
Thomas Kuhn '19. Thomas is majoring 
in engineering with a concentration in 
environmental engineering. His minor 
is architectural studies. 

Rendering for illustrative purposes 
only. Actual renovations could vary. 


“My experience at the World Business Forum was one I will 
never forget. I am grateful for the opportunity given by the 
Family Business and Entrepreneurship program, Dr. Sandu, 
and the program’s supporters.” - Matthew Hetrick 




FAMILY BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM 

ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE 


(L-R): Matthew Hetrick, Augustine 
Calabrese, Dr. Petru Sandu, Amber Swanick 
attended the 2018 World Business Forum 
in New York City. The theme of the 2018 
forum: "The Age of Exponential" inspired 
the students and "made us all excited to 
be entering the business world." 
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Bowers Center: LOOKING AHEAD 



Open House: Oct. 19 

Join us as we officially welcome the Blue Jay 
family to the newest building on campus! 



The Bowers Center for Sports, Fitness and 
Well-being is on track to open in fall 2019. 
This state-of-the-art facility will include: 

» LEED certified energy and design 
» Classrooms and meeting spaces 
» Fitness center with streaming monitors 
» Fieldhouse with recreation courts and 
180 meter Mondo surface track 
» Athletic training and locker rooms 
» Holistic wellness and meditation areas 
» Cafe and smoothie bar 
» Outdoor firepit and patio 

There also will be opportunities for health 
and nutrition promotion in a demonstration 
kitchen that offers E-town students 
experiential learning opportunities. 


Walk-Through Opportunities 


AUG 20 < 

► Faculty & Staff 


Exchange & Explore Program 

AUG 25 < 

* Students 

OCT 19 < 

► Alumni & Friends 


Homecoming Weekend 

OCT 25 < 

► Community 


Bowers Center Dedication 


JIIIJJ Follow the live construction feed at: 
KxHTfWtA etown.edu/inspired/wellness-center.aspx 



This past spring, Ken Bowers c 59 
and Rosalie Erb Bowers c 58 met with 
Whitney Jones, new director of the 
Bowers Center. The couple and Jones 
enjoyed a night of fun and fellowship 
together while Jones shared updates 
on the state-of-the-art sports, fitness 
and well-being facility. She also shared 
her plans for incorporating nutrition 
and health into the curriculum at the 
Bowers Center. 


“Whitney 
impressed us with 
her updates on 
the development 
of the Center, 
and her thoughts 
on services it will 
provide to every 
student at the 
College.” 

Ken Bowers 



The Bowers are looking forward to the 
Center serving as a main attraction 
for both students and prospective 
students. 

Fun fact: For a short time, the 
Bowers worked together at the 
College. Jones’ fiance, Austin Crull, 
also works at the College as a digital 
marketing specialist in the Office of 
Marketing and Communications. 
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JONES NAMED DIRECTOR 


Elizabethtown 
College named 
Whitney Jones 
as Director 
of the Bowers 
Center for 
Sports, Fitness 
and Well-being. The new state-of-the- 
art facility will be utilized as a space for 
recreation and training, as well as for peer 
educators, instructional workshops and 
wellness programs. 

“We’re thrilled to welcome Ms. Jones 
to Elizabethtown College to lead her vision 
for well-being at the College—rooted in 
holistic programming and broad campus 
utilization of the new Bowers Center.” 

Vice President for Student Life Celestino 
Limas said. “She is an exceptional educator 
who will be able to demonstrate our 
commitment to providing all students with 
the tools and resources to build a healthy 
lifestyle, and enhance the overall health 
and well-being of our community.” 

Jones has extensive experience in 
developing, promoting, and executing 
health and wellness programs. Previously, 


she served as Assistant Director of Campus 
Fitness at the University of Pittsburgh. 
There, Jones was responsible for the 
school’s recreational facilities. Prior to the 
University of Pittsburgh, Jones served as 
the Assistant Director of Pope Wellness 
Center and the Campus Recreation 
Coordinator at the University of Mount 
Olive in North Carolina. 

“I’m looking forward to enhancing the 
health and wellness programming at the 
Bowers Center and building well-rounded 
students, staff and faculty,” Jones said. 

Q&A WITH JONES 

Q: When you came to campus for the 
first time, what did you like most? 

A: When I first visited campus, I liked 
the quaintness of the campus and 
the people most. The combination of 
those two factors made me feel very 
welcome. Also, I'm from the middle 
of nowhere and surrounded by trees 
and mountains, so even seeing the 
trees and greenery on campus was a 
comfort to me. 


Q: What are some of your plans for the 
Bowers Center? 

A: I have lots of plans for the Center! I 
think one of the things I'm excited 
about most is the demonstration 
kitchen. I'm really eager to bring 
nutrition information to students, 
faculty and staff. We will run demos 
on how to cook healthy meals, how 
to meal prep, stay on track and plan 
ahead. 

Q: How will the community benefit 
from the Bowers Center? 

A: There's so much space for the 
community to enjoy, and it's all in 
one centralized location that will 
benefit everyone. The Bowers Center 
is a one-stop shop for every area of 
wellness. The college community will 
be able to manage their workouts 
and take care of their nutrition and 
mental and emotional health. 


Bowers Center 
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BY STEVE NEUMANN 


ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE'S 
FOURTEENTH PRESIDENT, 

CARL STRIKWERDA, SUCCEEDED 
IN RAISING THE NATIONAL 
STATURE OF THE COLLEGE. 


Many people study history; some also make 
history. Carl Strikwerda, fourteenth president 
of Elizabethtown College, has done both. This 
June, after eight years of service, Strikwerda 
and his wife Gail Bossenga will be retiring and 
moving to Washington, D.C. While the couple 
will sorely miss their evening walks together 
across the Elizabethtown College campus 
or along scenic trails in Lancaster County, 
they know they’ve helped to shape the Blue 
Jay community by transforming the campus, 
creating new programs for students, and raising 
the national stature of the college. “Carl’s 
biggest achievement,” says Bob Dolan, chair of 
the College’s Board of Trustees, “is that early on 
we asked him to raise the national profile of our 
liberal arts curriculum and he made it happen.” 
For Elizabethtown College, it all began eight 
years ago, but Strikwerda’s journey began 
earlier. Starting out as a professor of history, 


















LASTING IMPACT 


A HISTORIAN 
HELPS SHAPE 
THE FUTURE OF 
ELIZABETHTOWN 


Strikwerda became attracted to administration as 
a way to build programs and create opportunities 
that would enhance the educational experiences 
for students. His positions as associate dean at the 
University of Kansas and dean at The College 
of William and Mary, as well as his role as a 
leader of the Council of Colleges of Arts and 
Sciences, all prepared him for the transition to a 
college presidency. “Carl came in running,” says 
Betty Rider, Senior Vice President of Academic 
Affairs. “As soon as he arrived, he began working 
on a strategic plan.” While many new presidents 
give themselves a year or more to get to know 
the lay of the land before taking on big projects, 
Strikwerda immediately got to work. By the end 
of his first year, the new strategic plan was in 
place. Another strategic plan followed, five 
years later. 

SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIC PLANS 

The plans were student-centered: they aimed to 
enhance the academic experiences of students, 
provide an environment conducive to learning, 
and increase national recognition. Strikwerda’s 
conception is that a liberal arts education is a 
holistic one. He is convinced that liberal arts 
education provides students with more than just 
the skills to get a good paying job. As he said at 
the College’s Convocation in 2014, education 
must be both broad and deep. 

“Only an education that is broad, one that 
helps you learn... about the human and natural 
world, and an education that is deep, in which 


you learn how to think about what you know... 
gives you the opportunity to use your talents and 
have an impact on the world.” 

To implement this vision of education, the 
first strategic plan under Strikwerda’s direction 
created the College’s Signature Learning 
Experiences (SLEs), which guarantee that these 
guarantee that students will participate in at least 
two SLEs: research, community-based learning, 
cross-cultural experiences, internships, and 
capstone courses. The SLEs, observes Strikwerda, 
“help ensure that students are prepared to take 
on the big world they are diving into when 
they graduate. It’s a deeper level of learning, 
more than just sitting in a class and getting a 
grade.” An important part of the future success 
of students depends upon learning how to do 
research, that is, how to continue to learn when 
college is over. To that end, the Summer Creative 
Arts and Research Program (SCARP), created 
on Strikwerda’s watch, facilitates independent 
research by nearly a hundred students each 
summer under the sponsorship of faculty 
mentors. 

Finding resources to support a broad 
and deep education for students has been 
an important part of Strikwerda’s tenure. 
Originally, a seven-year “Be More Inspired” 
campaign set a target of $50 million. The goal 
was increased to $60 million, however, after 
friends of the College contributed enthusiastically 
to reach the $50 million in just four years. 
Strikwerda is proud that the campaign has 
already surpassed the new $60 million goal, 
a year ahead of schedule, before he retires in 
June. “President Strikwerda, along with Vice 
President David Beidleman, have provided great 
leadership in truly inspiring alumni and friends 
of the College to support the funding priorities of 



‘As soon as 
he arrived, he 
began working 
on a strategic 
plan.” 

Betty Rider 
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LASTING IMPACT 



“Carl’s biggest achievement is that 
early on we asked him to raise the 
national profile of our liberal arts 
curriculum and he made it happen.” 

Bob Dolan 



"By building 
endearing trust 
through his 
immeasurable 
integrity, he has 
engaged many 
gracious donors." 

David Beidleman 


the campaign—Building Community, Fulfilling 
Dreams and Transforming Lives,” says Jim 
Shreiner c 73, former chair of the Board of 
Trustees and chair of the college’s Campaign 
Steering Committee. “Carl has been an E-town 
champion from day one,” David Beidleman, Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement and 
Community Relations says. “All students, faculty, 
staff and alumni have remained high on his 
priority list as individuals.” 

Upgrading and expanding facilities on 
campus were part and parcel of the quest for 
academic excellence. Many buildings were 
renovated or constructed: Gibble Auditorium, 
Thompson Gym, Nicarry Hall, The Young 
Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, the 
Trostle Finance Lab in the Hoover Business 
Center, the Earl H. and Anita F. Hess Archives 
and Special Collections in High Library, and 
the Bollman Fabrication Laboratory. The 
Mosaic House was also established in order to 
provide a gathering place for students of diverse 
backgrounds and a home for multi-cultural 
activities. It was the first space intentionally 
created to provide a supportive, inclusive and 
welcoming environment for all students, a 
mission that is close to Strikwerda’s heart. 

A NATIONAL MODEL 

The “crown jewel” of the last eight years for 
Strikwerda, however, is the $24 million Bowers 
Center for Sports, Fitness and Well-being, set 
to open in summer 2019. “This building really 
puts E-town on the map for student health and 


well-being,” says Strikwerda. “The largest project 
in the history of the College was made possible 
thanks to Carl’s diligence and unwavering 
commitment as a fundraiser,” said Beidleman. 
Strikwerda believes that an integral part of a 
liberal arts education is to prepare students to 
attend to their well-being for the duration of their 
lives. As Strikwerda put it in one of his weekly on¬ 
line E-moments: “At Elizabethtown College, we 
have encouraged intramural sports, recreation, 
and healthy eating as part of what we want young 
people to cultivate now in order to shape the rest 
of their lives...Well-being encompasses a life of 
purpose.” 

Once the Bowers Center is finished, the 
next big infrastructure change will be making 
improvements to the College’s residential 
facilities. This summer, Strikwerda says, the 
College will begin a year-long project to renovate 
Hackman Apartments. 

In order to raise the College’s national 
stature, Strikwerda also has worked to strengthen 
partnerships with national organizations such 
as the Association of American Colleges and 
Universities and the Council for Independent 
Colleges. He led the College in joining the 
American Talent Initiative and the Landmark 
Athletic Conference, and enhanced the College’s 
graduate programs. By the time Strikwerda 
retires, the college will offer at least six masters 
programs and has begun planning its first 
doctoral program, one in Occupational Therapy. 
Particularly exciting is the new Physician 
Assistant master’s program, due to welcome 
its first class in January 2020. Another way 
Strikwerda has nurtured the academic aspirations 
of the College has been by securing more 
grants from foundations such as the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation, as well as the creation 
of the Prestigious Scholarships and Fellowships 
program. The latter program encourages students 
to apply for nationally-competitive scholarships, 
which can range from short-term summer courses 
to multi-year graduate programs throughout the 
world. “Before my presidency, only a handful of 
our students had won Fulbrights,” Strikwerda 
says. “The first year we created the Program, 
our students won two Fulbrights, and they have 
continued to win at least one Fulbright every year, 
including two this year (2019).” Students have 
won not only Fulbrights, but other important 
financial awards, such as Newman Civic 
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Fellowships, which recognize students for their 
leadership in civic engagement and community 
service. “Our ‘Educate for Service 5 motto, 55 
Strikwerda says, “isn’t just about working to 
earn money, but working to give back to society. 
That kind of ethos is what attracted me to the 
College and what draws many of our students. 55 
“I think Carl truly believes and lives that, 55 Rider 
says, “and exercises that both in his personal and 
professional life. 55 

A TEACHING PRESIDENT 

Beyond the College itself, Strikwerda has made 
supporting higher education and the wider 
community a large part of his presidential work. 
He has served on the boards for the American 
Association of Colleges and Universities, the 
Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Pennsylvania, the Council for 
European Studies, and the public radio and TV 
station witf in Harrisburg. Closer to home, he has 
been a director on the board of the Lancaster 
County Economic Development Company 
(EDC). “Carl comes across as smart, thoughtful, 
and reserved, 55 says Lisa Riggs, current president 
of the Economic Development Company. “So 
when he chooses to contribute something, you 
want to listen because he has really good ideas. 55 
Two years ago, the EDC created an initiative 
called the Center for Regional Analysis, an 
applied economic research center that provides 
data to help local businesses and organizations 
make informed decisions. According to Riggs, 
many of her organization’s discussions have 
centered on what it will take for companies to 


“His lectures completely changed my 
thinking on peace dynamics and the 
importance of understanding the evolution 
of politics, geography, history, and conflict in 
today’s most critical situations . 55 

Kayla Gruber 


stay and grow in Lancaster County. The biggest 
issue that they hear from every company is about 
how to acquire the talent that they need. “When 
I think about the voice that Carl’s brought to 
the table,” Riggs says, “it’s about how higher 
education fits into that conversation, and what 
responsibility it has to train the productive 
workforce of tomorrow.” 

For some individual Blue Jays, Strikwerda’s 
impact has been felt most in the classroom. As 
befits a historian who’s an expert on World War 
I and the history of globalization, Strikwerda 
has taught a course every fall called “Peace and 
War in a Global World.” The theme fits perfectly 
with the College’s original founding by members 
of the Church of the Brethren, who maintain a 
commitment to peace, social justice, and human 
dignity. “History has always been a way for me 
to understand how people both react to events 
and manage to shape them in some ways,” says 
Strikwerda. “I took President Strikwerda’s class 
my sophomore year at E-town,” Kayla Gruber 
5 18 says. “His lectures completely changed my 



President Strikwerda and 
wife Gail Bossegna will 
retire to Washington, D.C. 
Gail, an avid gardener, 
will miss working on the 
grounds of the President's 
home in Elizabethtown. 
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President Strikwerda 
and wife, Gail, greet 
students during the 
annual senior picnic. 
Strikwerda maintained 
communication through 
countless "E-Moments" 
e-newsletter updates. 
His trademark signature, 
'Enjoy the Moment,' will 
be missed among the 
E-town community. 


thinking on peace dynamics and the importance 
of understanding the evolution of politics, 
geography, history, and conflict in today’s most 
critical situations.” Gruber, who works for The 
Hospital and Healthsystem Association of 
Pennsylvania in Harrisburg, graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science, 
along with a double minor in International 
Studies and Peace & Conflict Studies. 

PRESIDENTIAL PRESENCE 

As important as the educational impact of 
his administration and teaching has been, the 
personal difference that Strikwerda has made 
in the lives of Elizabethtown students has been 
just as meaningful. “I remember when Carl 
and I were sitting on the stage in the Dell, 
getting ready to welcome the first year students 
at Induction,” Student Senate president Holly 
Francescone c 20 says. “He and I were talking 
about the ceremony. I expressed how nervous I 
was about giving my first speech as student body 
president. He assured me that he was confident 
I would do a great job, not only in my speech, 
but in advocating for my peers.” Francescone, 
a Business major with a Finance concentration 
and Economics minor, plans on working as a 
financial advisor upon graduation. “I think I 
speak on behalf of all E-town students when 
I say that we will always remember President 
Strikwerda for his presence on campus,” she says. 
“He embodied the community feel of the college 
and encouraged kindness through his words and 
actions.” Kayla Gruber agrees. “The sincere 
pride and personal investment he has committed 
to my progress and growth both during and after 
my time at Elizabethtown College,” she says, “is 
the trademark of our E-town College family and 
Blue Jays Always atmosphere.” 


When Strikwerda first took the helm at 
Elizabethtown College, he said that “being a 
president gives you a chance to shape the message 
and build a community.” For him, building a 
community meant promoting dialogue among its 
diverse members, and the message to be shaped 
was “to communicate to the rest of the world just 
how good E-town is.” In light of what Strikwerda 
has accomplished, it’s clear that he has succeeded 
in communicating that message through 
dedicated service both within and outside the 
boundaries of Elizabethtown College’s bucolic 
campus in historic Lancaster County. “Carl has 
character of the highest caliber, and he’s been 
dedicated to the growth and advancement of 
the College from day one,” says Dolan. “He 
looked hard at what we stood for, and the values 
of our college, and moved the mission and the 
values of the College forward.” Shreiner concurs, 
“President Strikwerda will leave a rich legacy 
of achievements that have provided much of 
the foundation for transforming the education 
and real-life experiences of a new generation of 
young Blue Jays.” 

Strikwerda and his wife, Gail Bossenga, 
a historian in her own right, and scholar-in- 
residence at Elizabethtown College, will be 
moving to Washington, D.C., to continue their 
varied interests. Strikwerda plans to consult on 
higher education, teach part-time, and travel 
abroad with Gail, as well as visit their children 
who live in Ontario and Oregon. An expert in 
European history, Strikwerda plans to finish a 
book he’s been working on about World War I 
and the history of globalization. Their love for 
history and walking (Gail typically clocks 12 to 
14,000 steps a day on her Fitbit and the couple 
takes at least a two-mile walk every night), will 
blend well in the nation’s capital as they plan to 
explore the city. 


“He embodied the community feel of the 
college and encouraged kindness through 
his words and actions.” - Holly Francescone ’ 20 
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THE PROGRESSIVE. THE CONSERVATIVE. THE MODERATE. 

E. FLETCHER MCCLELLAN, KYLE KOPKO AND APRIL KELLY-WOESSNER 
TEACH POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS AT ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE. 


But their wisdom is out there, too, for people to 
parse in books, national newspapers, cable shows 
—even community volunteerism. 

The exposure is a good thing for the political 
science department—and the public. 

Reporters come calling for insight. Students 
tend to take notice. 

The politically savvy have long been on to 
E-town. 

There’s no magic correlation between 
the educators’ public visibility—an ongoing 
phenomenon—and freshman poly sci counts. 
They fluctuate. 

(Year to year, according to McClellan and 
Kelly-Woessner, transfers from other majors at 
E-town make up a significant portion of the 
incoming.) 

Still, as American political hypertension 
escalates, the professors’ resolutely objective 
approach is looking increasingly like a gold 
standard. 

Kopko, for example, according to LNP 


political reporter Sam Janesch, has become 
“pretty much my go-to” among experts at local 
colleges and universities. 

“He doesn’t shy away from the fact that he’s 
a Republican committeeman in Elizabethtown. 
But all of his analysis is pretty even-keeled. We 
would hear from readers if it wasn’t.” 

And E-town would get an earful if professors 
preached a partisan line. 

Despite the myth of colleges as liberal 
indoctrination mills, says McClellan (the 
progressive), and no matter a professor’s politics, 
‘we’re not going to proselytize. That’s what I tell 
parents’ ... of prospective students. 

Instead, they encourage data-based critical 
thinking over ideology. In today’s polarized “fake- 
news” climate, they work to enhance the revered 
campus culture of tolerance and acceptance. 

Meanwhile, they continue to have a word 
with the rest of the globe. 

“The point of all this is to get the best 
research out to the public,” McClellan says. 



"We all have our own 
lens on the world. I 
think that f s the big 
trick, getting people 
to understand that." 

Dr. Kyle Kopko 
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VOICES ARE HEARD 



Pennsylvania House Majority 
Leader Bryan Cutler (third 
from left) visited Elizabethtown 
College this spring to speak with 
Political Science students. Cutler 
serves the 100th legislative 
district, which includes southern 
Lancaster County He was 
elected as House Majority leader 
for the current legislative session. 



"We have a duty" to 
inform policymakers 
and public discourse... 

April Kelly-Woessner 


“We all have our own lens on the world,” 
Kopko says. “I think that’s the big trick, getting 
people to understand that.” 

SUNDAY MORNING QUARTERBACKS 

Naturally at E-town, the effort starts in the 
classroom. 

Great 100-level course instruction—and 
open houses and recruiting—are likely the 
prime motivators for new poly sci students, says 
Kelly-Woessner, the chair of the Department of 
Politics, Philosophy and Legal Studies. 

News stories and media coverage were at the 
bottom of “a long list” of things that recently 
surveyed students said influenced their college 
search, she adds. 

Nevertheless, coverage matters, now more 
than ever. 

Kelly-Woessner, the winner of E-town’s 
inaugural Ranck Prize for Research Excellence, 
discussed the role of the public intellectual when 
she gave her 2018 awards speech. 

Colleges are charged with creating and 
spreading sound knowledge, she reaffirms today. 
“We have a duty” to inform policymakers and 
public discourse. 

She’s done just that for more than 10 years 
via the New York Times, the Washington Post 
and LNP Sunday op-eds. 

As a co-author of the 2011 book “The Still 
Divided Academy: How Competing Visions of 
Power, Politics, and Diversity Complicate the 
Mission of Higher Education,” Kelly-Woessner 
has also delved deeply into the decline of political 
tolerance among youth. 

All while effectively maintaining political 


anonymity. 

Students cannot readily discern whether 
she’s Republican or Democrat, says Kory Trout, 
a junior political science and legal studies double 
major who leads the College Democrats. 

It’s a little different with Kopko, who advises 
the College Republicans. And McClellan, who 
has advised the College Democrats for some 30 
years. 

“My socialization happened during the 
Buchanan administration” (1857-1861), cracks 
the dry-witted McClellan. 

“I was Fletcher’s student once upon a 
time,” reflects Kopko, sitting at an Alpha Hall 
conference table with his former prof. 

That time was 15 years ago. 

Both men grew up conservative in 
Pennsylvania but McClellan “started moving to 
the left” while attending Franklin & Marshall 
College in the 1970s. Neither has shifted much on 
the spectrum since student days. 

Despite their political differences, they 
sometimes collaborate. One such occasion helped 
establish an enduring ray of media limelight. 

It was 2013. Barack Obama was on track 
to hand out more Medal of Freedom awards 
than any previous president. “At that point,” 
McClellan says, “I talked to Kyle and said ‘it 
might be interesting to look at the history of this 
award” and its political overtones. 

Kopko recruited a friend, Christopher 
Devine, who now teaches at the University of 
Dayton, to help him and McClellan co-author a 
paper. 

Jillian Casey and Julia Ward, two E-town 
class of 2013 graduates who later won Fulbright 
scholarships, created a data base of the hundreds 
of Medal of Freedom winners. 

The New York Times picked up the story. 
Now, McClellan says, “any time a president 
hands out a batch of these things we can present 
ourselves as experts.” 

And “once you get involved with reporters,” 
Kopko says, it’s self-perpetuating. 

Same idea with Kopko’s and Devine’s 2016 
book, “The VP Advantage: How Running Mates 
Influence Home State Voting in Presidential 
Elections.” (Spoiler alert: veep candidates aren’t 
as influential as people think.) 

“Every four years we get phone calls” about 
presidential elections, Kopko says. 

Over the past two and a half years, 
meanwhile, McClellan says, his guest columns 
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VOICES ARE HEARD 


for PennLive.com have acquired “a kind of fan 
club.” Its ranks include both supporters and, in 
this conservative area, detractors. 

McClellan tells how one critic credited 
him with transforming E-town’s tuition model, 
claiming “the college had to lower tuition because 
McClellan teaches there.” 

“You provide them with a cathartic 
experience,” Kopko deadpans to McClellan. 

LOVE IN THE TIME OF COMMENTARY 

Of course, the boisterous President Trump 
era has been a boon to more than late-night 
comedians. 

“It’s a column-rich environment,” McClellan 
says. “The current occupant does things that 
are...” 

“Unorthodox,” Kopko finishes. 

It’s a teachable moment for instilling in 
students the value of civility while sharing 
political viewpoints. 

As a commentator, McClellan says, “you’re 
toeing the line between opinion writing and 
scholarship.” As a teacher and a citizen, you’re 
balancing academic impartiality with personal 
convictions. 

And the professors do feel strongly. 

McClellan’s PennLive opinion pieces 
regularly probe the Trump administration (while 
equitably noting that “Reds” and “Blues” both 
have their own manufactured versions of reality). 

Kopko, the Republican committeeman, adds 
that “I have friends on both sides of the aisle.” It’s 
important to show that to students. 

“As social scientists, we approach [public and 
academic roles] quite differently” than might a 
typical partisan, Kopko adds. Vetted sources and 
facts are paramount. 

“We see where the evidence leads,” agrees 
McClellan, who long ago discovered that it may 
lead to surprising places. 

Preparing a paper in the early 1970s, he 
learned President Richard Nixon was quite 
sympathetic to American Indian rights. “Here I 
am,” fresh off the streets protesting Nixon, “and 
I’m publishing research that bolsters his stature.” 

TIGHTROPE 

E-town’s political science faculty walks the 
political tightrope expertly, say Trout, the College 
Democrats leader, and Kyle Schaeffer, the head 
of the College Republicans. 

Public engagement by teachers does “I 


think... enhance the reputation and visibility” 
of the department, says Schaeffer, a graduate 
student in public policy. 

But they won’t hear them dispensing partisan 
dogma from the lectern, he adds. “I think they 
understand the line between the classroom and 
the outside world.” 

This equanimity radiates. 

Meanwhile, McClellan and Kopko in 
particular have also become mentors of a sort to 
Sam Janesch, the local political reporter. 

“This is my first full-time job,” says Janesch, 
who assumed his post in 2015. “I’ll call them up 
for quick things, even if I don’t quote them on 
stories, just to check if I’m on the right track. 

“They’re both very balanced and always talk 
about things in context... they’re not just talking 
about what one party wants.” 

That’s one reason government officials are 
generally less polarized locally than nationally. 
They’re less fixated on hot-button issues, like 
racism and border walls. They’re more focused 
on balancing the municipal budget. Keeping the 
lights on. 

It’s why people of all political stripes should 
at least sometimes be able to see eye to eye. 

“The real nuts and bolts of it is what happens 
day to day outside your door,” McClellan says. 



"The point of all this 
is to get the best 
research out to the 
public." 

E. Fletcher McClellan 
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Ef #V I I AND THE INCREDIBLE 
EJ J“% &m mm JOURNEY OF 'JULY' WASO 



BY KERI STRAUB 


LIKE MANY COLLEGE SOCCER COACHES 
OFFICES, ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE MEN'S 
SOCCER COACH, SKIP RODERICK HAS SOCCER 
PICTURES, TEAM FLAGS AND SOCCER BALLS 
FILLING HIS SHELVES AND WALLS. 

But, what stands out, sitting on a table in Roderick’s office, is 
a soccer ball made of plantain leaves. The unique leaf ball—a 
grocery sack tightly wrapped with leaves from a banana tree—was 
made by E-town senior and standout soccer player Gilbert “Jilly” 
Waso. The ball, not much bigger than the size of a grapefruit, 
symbolizes much of Jilly’s journey from Africa to the United States, 
and now serves as an everyday reminder of the challenges and 
tragedies he’s overcome. 

“When I was around six-years-old, we left my country 
(Democratic Republic of Congo) because of the war and went to 
live in Rwanda,” Jilly said. 

It would be the last time Jilly would ever see his father. Jilly, 
along with his mother and four siblings—three sisters and one 
brother—all lived together in Rwanda. His father chose to stay in 
the Congo. No one has been in contact with him since. 

The Waso’s mother worked hard to provide for her five children 
who all attended school during the day. It was at school where Jilly 
would first be introduced to the game of soccer. He spent many 
days playing with his friends, using plastic bottles, or if they were 
lucky—banana leaf balls—on a bed of stones. Grass was nowhere 
to be found. 
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But, tragedy would strike the family just a few 
years later when the family’s matriarch suddenly 
passed away at work. 

“I don’t remember that day well,” shared 
Jilly as he sat in Coach Roderick’s office on a 
sunny, brisk winter afternoon in early December. 
“We always rushed off to school in the morning 
because if you arrived late, you could be beaten.” 
The 5’5, 140-pound soccer player smiles as he 
reflects on the short time he had with his mother, 
“I still remember my mom,” Jilly said quietly 
staring at the ground. “She was funny and 
friendly, and she loved to cook.” 


It was 2009 when Jilly and his siblings 
were sent to a refugee camp in Rwanda with 
no running water or electricity. Each day, the 
children picked up water at a nearby community 
watering center and gathered sticks to be able to 
make a fire and cook their food. Jilly’s oldest sister 
took over caring for her siblings at the age of 14. 
The U.N. would provide rationed food, but often 
times it was not enough so she would braid hair 
for money. 

For several years the family checked daily 
to see if U.N. officials had written their last 
name on a window for the opportunity to be 


“When we saw our name on the window 
one day, I remember feeling ... hopeful.” 

Jilly Waso 
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TRAVELING SOCCER BALL 


“When all the siblings get together they laugh 
a lot—they’re very happy, grateful people.” 

Sharon Ogilvie 


granted permission to go to the United States. 

It’s estimated Rwanda hosts more than 127,000 
refugees with nearly half of them coming from 
the Congo. 

“When we saw our name on the window one 
day, I remember feeling ... hopeful,” Jilly said. 

NEW BEGINNINGS 

In September of 2013, Waso and his siblings 
were flown to the U.S. and dropped off at The 
Lutheran Services Refugee program in Lancaster. 
The city of Lancaster has sometimes been 
referred to as the “refugee capital” of the world 
with several organizations proactively helping 
refugees get acclimated to the U.S. 

As quickly as the family reached American 
soil, they almost immediately had to learn how 
to function in the new country, and in the small 
Lancaster apartment the siblings shared. 

“We didn’t know there was food in the 
cabinets for us when we arrived,” Jilly recalled. 
“We had never seen canned food so we didn’t 
even know how to open it.” 

The siblings learned to speak English—their 
primary languages were Swahili, Kinyarwanda 
and French. Since there were no school records 
from Africa for any of the children, they attended 
the Phoenix Academy, in the School District of 
Lancaster. 

Jilly and his younger brother, Yves, still 
yearned to play the game of soccer. They 
would walk around Lancaster to find pick-up 
games to join. One day, they found a group of 
soccer players that regularly played on the same 
fields and soon the brothers became regulars 
themselves. One of his soccer pals, Peter Ogilvie, 
befriended Jilly and invited him to his family’s 
home for dinner in Elizabethtown. 

“I immediately thought he was very kind and 
was always smiling and laughing,” Peter’s mother 
Sharon Ogilvie shared. “When all the siblings get 
together they laugh a lot—they’re very happy, 
grateful people.” 

While Peter couldn’t always communicate 
clearly with the boys, they did have common 
ground in prayer so he took them to weekly Bible 
study classes. Eventually, the Oglivies, who have 
hosted international students for the past 17 
years, opened up their home to all of the siblings, 
inviting them regularly for dinner and connecting 
them with their church, Hope Community 
Church in Mount Joy. 

“Our church congregation embraced them,” 


said Sharon. “There were many times when 
people would drop off meals, clothing or pay for 
them to go to a camp because they genuinely 
wanted to help them.” 

Eventually, the Ogilvie’s would help the 
Waso’s find an apartment closer to them in 
Elizabethtown. It happened to be in a great 
spot—across the street from Mount Calvary 
Christian School—which opened its doors to 


assist with schooling for four of the siblings. 

“All these neat little miracles happened for them 
to be taken care of,” Sharon said. “Doors just 
kept opening, and that’s when Jilly knew he 
wanted to play soccer at the collegiate level, 
and again things worked out for him to attend 
Elizabethtown College.” 

With financial assistance, Jilly was juggling 
a full-time student academic schedule, soccer 
practice six-days a week, and working at Hoss’s 
Steak & Seafood restaurant to help his family pay 
bills. 

“As his coach, Jilly’s academics always came 
first,” Roderick said. “My goal for him was for 
him to leave E-town with a degree so he would 
have the opportunity to pursue the American 
dream.” 

A BOOKEND CAREER 

Jilly started his freshman year with the Blue Jays 
men’s soccer team eager to play with teammates, 
but also nervous to be playing in an organized 
league at the collegiate level. 

“It was the first time I was ever on a 
real soccer team,” Jilly said. “At first, it was 
overwhelming, but all of my teammates and 
coaches were very supportive.” 

During his rookie season the speedy forward 
would lead his team with eight assists, tie for 
second in the Landmark Conference with 
26 goals, and was honored as the Landmark 
Conference Offensive Athlete, Rookie of the 
Year, NSCAA Division III All-America First 
Team and All-Mid-Atlantic Region First Team 
selection. 

“He had never been coached before,” 


"It was the first 
time I was ever 
on a real soccer 
team." 

Jilly Waso 
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Roderick said. “He taught himself to play soccer 
by using plastic bottles and banana leaf balls, but 
we quickly established a connection and he was 
very coachable.” 

Jilly’s love for the game was also shared by his 
church family. Each Sunday, the church’s weekly 
bulletin would post his game schedule and many 
friends from the church would attend his games 
to cheer him on. 

“We got instant fans because of Jilly joining 
the E-town soccer team,” Roderick reflected. “It 
was an added bonus.” 

The dynamic soccer star would also play an 
incredible sophomore season, being named, once 
again, an NSGAA Division III All-America First 
Team recipient and an All-Mid-Atlantic Region 
First Team selection. 

Because of Jilly’s incredible talent, Roderick 
also placed him on the Reading United AG 
soccer team in the Professional Development 
League, affiliated with the MLS Philadelphia 
Union team. 

Back in E-town, Jilly’s junior year would 
be hampered by several injuries, though he still 
captured an impressive season securing his third 
All-Landmark Conference first team honor. In 
his senior year, he would shine again on the field. 
He was awarded the All-Mid-Atlantic Region 
First Team honor for the third time in four years. 
The senior forward also was voted Landmark 
Player of the Year by the conference’s coaches 
and finished his final season with 23 goals in his 
last 12 games. During a six-point game, Waso 
became the 12th player in E-town soccer history 
to eclipse 100 career points. 

SUCCESS OFF THE FIELD 

The real success in Jilly’s collegiate career was the 
decision he made during his sophomore year to 
change majors from French to Social Work. 

“He quickly realized his calling was dealing 
with refugees, who like himself, were trying to 
find their way in the U.S.,” Roderick said. 

Now in his final year at E-town, Jilly spends 
his days interning with refugees at Bethany 
Christian Services. He helps families—just 
like his own—acclimate to life in the U.S., and 


specifically in Lancaster. 

“All of the trials and tribulations he has gone 
through, he is now paying forward through his 
love of social work,” shared Roderick. 

Jilly will graduate in May 2019 with his social 
work degree and a minor in peace and conflict 
studies. 

“He’s come a long way from learning the 
English language in 2015,” Roderick said. 
“Remarkably, he will graduate in May—on time- 
due to his perseverance and professors who have 
been dedicated to helping him succeed.” 

He also met the love of his life, Andria, 
through his church family. Recently, they got 
engaged and will be married in September. 

Back in Roderick’s office on that chilly 
December afternoon, Jilly and Roderick both fall 
silent and stare at the banana leaf ball sitting on 
the desk in front of them. Tears fill their eyes and 
they grasp hands as a quiet way of showing their 
lifelong appreciation for one another. 

“He’s my best friend,” Jilly said. “He’ll always 
be in my life.” 

It’s a story about what our whole philosophy 
is at the college,” said Roderick. “If we are going 
to live by our motto—Educate for Service—we 
have to do by it too.” 

“He’s my best 
friend. He’ll always 
be in my life.” 

Jilly Waso 


Yves, Jilly, Sandra, Furaha, and Nyota 
Waso are pictured at left. The siblings 
all call Elizabethtown "home" since 
they moved to the States. 
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• ■ I AQUATICS DIRECTOR 
Wltn & SWIM COACH 

MELISSA GATES 

Melissa Gates has been swimming since she was 10-years-old. 

The former competitive swimmer is now leading Elizabethtown 
College’s swim team as head coach and also is the College’s 
new Aquatics Director. Get to know her in our Q&, A: 


Q&A 



Q: Where are you from? 

A: My hometown is Leola, Pa. 

Q: How long have you been 
swimming? 

A: I swam competitively from ages 10 to 
26. I swam summer league, YMGA, 
and the USA club swimming 
growing up. I went to California 
University of Pennsylvania where 
I became a three-time national 
champion in the 50 and 100 freestyle 
and was a 10-time NCAA DII All- 
American. I went on to compete at 
the U.S. Olympic Team Trials in 
2012 and 2016. I started coaching 
at the age-group level in 2013 and 
moved around the country coaching 
and training with different teams for 
the 2016 Trials. In 2016,1 started 
coaching at the college level, and I 
became a Head Coach at E-town this 
past September. 

Q: From a coach's perspective, 
what are your thoughts 
on the E-town swim teams? 

A: I am very excited to be leading 
the mens 5 and womens 5 swimming 
program and overseeing Aquatics 
at the Alumni Pool. I believe the 
team has a bright future ahead and 
I am thrilled by the opportunity to 
build our team and give our student- 
athletes the best experience possible. 


Q: What are your thoughts about the 
E-town Community and your role as 
aquatics director? 

A: I hope to make an impact at E-town by 
influencing for the better every student, 
co-worker, and community member 
I interact with. I hope to continue to 
build upon the swimming programs 
past success and create a positive 
reputation within the College and 
E-town community. 

Q: What's the best part of your 
job? 

A: The best part of my job is coaching 
and interacting with my swimmers; I 
really do look forward to practices! I 
love helping to bring out the best in 
each of them, and enjoy seeing them 
improve. 

Q: What do you do for fun? 

A: I still love to swim! I will hopefully 
compete in some open water swim 
races this summer. I also enjoy riding 
my horse with my mom and friends, 
and watching Syracuse basketball 
games with my fiance. 

Q: What is your best advice? 

A: Don’t be afraid to forge your own path, 
and never lose touch with the ones you 
love. 
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Esports: Game On 


Elizabethtown College began sponsoring 
Esports in 2019 during the spring semester 
and was joined by five fellow Landmark 
institutions including Catholic and Drew 
Universities and Goucher, Juniata and 
Moravian Colleges. 

Esports, the modern terminology 
for competitive video gaming, has taken 
off in popularity over the last decade as 
streaming and gaming technology evolved. 
An estimated 427 million people will 
consume Esports programming globally in 
2019 according to a report from Newzoo. 
Gaming takes place through multiplayer 
formats on web platforms, often with 
professional competitors. 

Matt Hamilton, E-town’s assistant 
men’s and women’s volleyball coach, serves 
as head coach for the Blue Jays’ Esports 
team. 

Competition is centered on the 
Riot Games’ League of Legends 
property. 

Teams competed in a regular season 


round-robin schedule during January and 
February, with the top four teams qualifying 
for the championship tournament in 
March, held at the College. The conference 
champion and runner-up were invited to 
the College League of Legends national 
play-in tournament in April. 

Elizabethtown’s Esports program is 
recognized under the College’s Office of 
Student Life. Landmark guidelines state 
that all teams must be recognized and 
sanctioned by their institution’s Office of 
Student Life/Affairs or Department of 
Athletics. 

"Video games have always been 
a passion of mine and it is great to 
see an avenue open in which college 
students can play competitively. I 
hope that my experience will help 
foster a good foundation for growth 
and success in years to come." 

Matt Hamilton 


NEW TEAMS RECAP 

WOMEN'S GOLF 

For the first time in more than a 
decade, Elizabethtown College has 
expanded its sports lineup with 
women’s golf. The team began its first 
season in fall 2018 finishing fifth in 
the Landmark Conference WGOLF 
Championships. 

MEN'S VOLLEYBALL 

The inaugural season of men’s 
volleyball kicked off in spring 2019. 
The team competes in the Continental 
Volleyball Conference. With the 
additions of Elizabethtown and 
Immaculata University, the conference 
has now expanded to 12 teams. 

Elizabethtown introduced men’s 
volleyball as its 24th NCAA Division 
III varsity sport last March. 


90 Years of Women’s Basketball 


Elizabethtown College celebrated 90 years of 
the women’s basketball program in February. 
A special ceremony recognized some of the 
players from the 1950’s and 1960’s teams. It 
also was the 30th anniversary of the 1989 
national championship team. 

Right: Junior Britt Ritter; LaRue Helm '50 

Far Right: Women's Basketball Team, year unknown 
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As the newly elected officers of 
Elizabethtown College's Alumni 
Council, we are excited to share with 
you some of our visions for advancing 
strategic priorities of the Council in the 
next three years. 

First and foremost, we want all 
alumni to build relationships—your 
relationships with each other, your 
alma mater, current students and your 
own individual E-town experience. 

This starts at the ground level by 
strengthening our regional alumni 
chapters and interest-based affinity 
clubs to provide opportunities for Blue 
Jays to engage with each other and 
the College. If you want to know if 
there is an active alumni chapter near 
you or specific group that matches 
your interests, visit etownalumni.com 
or send a quick message to 
alumni@etown.edu. 

We also will be examining our 
organizational structure to ensure our 
members are engaged in the best way 
possible to help the College achieve 
its goals. A first step in this process 
involved the Alumni Council forming 
a new standing committee focused on 
admissions and marketing. Through 
this group, Council members will work 
with members of E-town's leadership 
team and staff to integrate alumni in 


recruiting prospective students and 
assist with telling the Elizabethtown 
story. We are also exploring ways to 
strengthen our relationship with the 
College's Office of Career Services, 
realizing that many of our Blue Jays 
are willing to help fellow alumni on 
their career journeys. We are just 
beginning this process and will be 
working to help build systems and 
support these connections in the 
years ahead. 

Finally, we look forward to 
introducing our new president, 
Cecilia M. McCormick, J.D., to the 
global family of E-town alumni. 

We will be supporting the Office 
of Alumni Relations and using our 
existing alumni chapters and leaders 
to help make these connections. 
Events and activities are currently in 
the works and will be rolled out in 
the months ahead. 

This is an exciting time for our alma 
mater! We continue to be inspired 
by E-town's mission to ''Educate 
for Service," and we look forward 
to working with the College's 
leadership to ensure that alumni are 
best able to support and advance 
our collective goals. 


Blue Jays. Always. 



Ryan C. Unger '01 
President 


Jordan Bicker '04 Ashley (Maguire) Wise '06 

Vice President Secretary 


BRINGING BLUE JAYS 
TOGETHER IN 
SUNNY BRADENTON 

Right around the time temperatures in 
Elizabethtown and the mid-Atlantic region 
were plummeting below zero in late January, 
a bunch of Sunshine State-based Blue Jays 
were flocking together in the much cozier 
climate of west central Florida. 

Through the graciousness of hosts Dave 
’68 and Ann (Strickler) ’70 Gruikshank, nearly 
20 alumni and friends gathered in their home 
for a fun-filled evening of great connections, 
delectable food and exciting news about 
E-town College. Among the laughter-filled 
conversations about campus memories and 
mutual connections with special members 
of the E-town family were insightful and 
poignant moments of sharing about the many 
ways Elizabethtown College has transformed 
the lives of those present. Likewise, those 
gathered toasted to the service of President 
Carl Strikwerda and announcement of 
president-elect Cecilia M. McCormick, J.D. 

Among those in attendance were Board 
of Trustees member Joe Schultz ’83 and 
Executive Director of College Engagement 
Opportunities Mark Clapper ’96, each 
sharing special and exciting insights into 
present developments and future possibilities 
at the College. 

“It was so wonderful to help bring the 
E-town family together in this area and 
celebrate the special bonds we have with each 
other through the College, 55 remarked Dave. 
“We love being, and will always be, ‘Blue Jays’ 
and hope that future gatherings will bring 
even more alumni together to renew and 
strengthen our bonds.” 
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LIVING THE MOTTO: EDUCATE FOR SERVICE 


Ward is now an .attorney 
based in Washington, D.G. working for a 
non-profit that provides legal services to 
low-income people. 

“I focus specifically on providing legal 
assistance to women who have experienced 
domestic violence,” Ward said. 

Ward knew she wanted to pursue 
a career in law through her Fulbright 
Scholarship, which took her to Namibia 
where she researched gender-based 
violence. 

“My Fulbright experience inspired my 
continued work in the law and specifically 


to continue working with survivors of 
gender-based violence in under-served 
communities,” Ward said. 

In 2017, Ward earned herJ.D. and 
Certificate in Refugees and Humanitarian 
Emergencies from Georgetown University 
Law Center. Ward continues to embody 
the College’s motto of Educate for 
Service through her dedication and 
commitment to helping others seek 
justice. Way to go, Julia! 



JAY 

JOURNEYS 



75th Anniversary of D-Day 
October 25 - November 2 


Information about Jay Journeys : 

etownalumni.com/travel 

Office of Alumni Relations 
Phone: 800-877-2604 
Email: alumni@etown.edu 


GABRIEL CHONG '08: ENGINEERING 


Hawaiian native Gabriel “Gabe” Chong 
’08 always knew he would choose a college 
near his brother, who was four years older 
than him and attended and graduated 
from Lehigh University. So it was no 
surprise to Chong’s parents when he found 
Elizabethtown College. 

“I liked the smaller campus feel with 
more intimate class sizes and being able to 
speak with my professors after class,” 

Gabe said. 

For four years, Gabe immersed himself 
in the engineering curriculum, specifically 
electrical engineering. It was, however, 
a professor who inspired his passion for 
renewable energy. 

“I give full credit to the College for 
where I am right now in my career,” said 
Gabe. “I had a professor who was always 
saying ‘you’ve got to start working on 
renewable energy projects.’ I would not be 
working in this career without that guy.” 

More than 10 years later, Gabe is 
working in the renewable energy field as a 
solar photovoltaic (PV) and energy storage 
engineer for Johnson Controls, Inc., in 
Hawaii. He manages large scale solar and 


energy storage projects at facilities like 
the Honolulu International Airport and 
colleges and community colleges across 
the islands. 

“With renewable energy projects, you 
make people happy,” Gabe said. “There 
are positive financial, environmental and 
social impacts.” 

As an alumni scholars-in-residence 
program honoree, Gabe also shares his 
expertise with E-town students traveling 
back to campus, as recently as this past 
spring, to provide guidance to students 
looking to pursue STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) 
fields. 

“I like to pay it forward, and help 
people have someone to talk with and ask 
advice,” said Gabe. “It’s a very meaningful 
thing for me to do.” 

Gabe cherishes the memories made 
during his time at E-town and likes to 
reminisce when he’s back on campus. He 
still keeps in touch with four classmates 
who have now become his closest friends, 
and, most importantly he met his wife, 
Arianna (Tan) ’08, at E-town. 



Chung, on left, walks through the Solar Array field 
on a recent visit to the College. 


Arianna works as an environmental 
scientist. The two call Kaneohe, Hawaii 
home and fill their off-time with trips to the 
beach and walks with their five dogs. 

As the renewable energy enthusiast 
continues to grow in his field, he’s thankful 
for the place where he built his foundation 
both professionally and personally. 

“The relationships that I made at 
E-town were the icing on the cake,” 

Gabe said. 
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The VAF Program: 


CELEBRATING THOSE WHO ENHANCE 
THE E-TOWN EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 


The longstanding tradition of Blue Jay 
alumni returning to campus to supplement 
what Blue Jays learn in and outside the 
classroom has been valued and treasured 
for many decades. Alumni often respond 
to invitations from faculty and staff 
members to serve in different capacities. 
Some individuals return to campus as guest 
speakers, discussion panelists and small 
group presenters—each with the purpose 
of providing insights and perspectives to 
complement what students learn in and 
outside of their classes. Alumni have also 
provided educational and professional 
development sessions for faculty and staff 
on occasion. 

In 2014, a program was launched 
with the purpose of celebrating those 
individuals who volunteer their time and 
talents in these ways. The Visiting Alumni 
Fellows (VAF) program, is supported by the 


Office of Alumni Relations and aims to 
ensure that the service of these individuals 
is acknowledged in special ways. For those 
who ultimately become involved with the 
program, invitations come directly from 
faculty or staff members and are usually 
for situations that are very specific in 
nature. In addition, the Office of Alumni 
Relations staff is aiming to learn more 
about individuals who may be interested 
and ultimately develop a knowledge bank 
from which faculty and staff members can 
draw when needs arise. 

Executive Director of College 
Engagement Opportunities Mark Clapper 
’96 believes strongly in the importance 
of Visiting Alumni Fellows. “When 
individuals share from their own personal 
and professional experiences, they bring 
topics and situations to life for students in 
truly special ways.” 


Along with Clapper, Senior Assistant 
Director of Alumni Relations and current 
VAF program coordinator Kaitlyn Miller 
’ 12 also solidly subscribes to an additional 
goal of the program—ensuring that 
VAF members are appreciated for their 
contributions. 

“The importance and value of alumni 
being engaged in these ways is beyond 
estimation,” shared Miller. “Above all, we 
want to ensure that Fellows know just how 
grateful the campus community is for their 
time and involvement.” 

For more information about the VAF 
program, contact Kaitlyn Miller T 2 at 
717-361-1495 or millerks@etown.edu. 
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1960s 

Rosalind Griffin '61 received 
the 2018 Lifetime Contribution 
to the Social Work Profession 
award from the Maryland 
chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers. 

Anna Rodichok Coleman 

'67 was inducted into the 
Allen-Rogowicz chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of 
Fame on Oct. 21,2018. 

1970s 

Thomas Conner '72 released 
a new book titled "War and 
Remembrance: The Story of the 
American Battle Monuments 
Commission." 

Samuel Crissinger '72 

retired after 24 years from 
England, Thims & Miller, Inc., a 
Jacksonville, FI. civil engineering 
firm. He served as Executive Vice 
President, Chief Financial Officer 
and Shareholder. 

Debroah 
Pekarek '72 

has been named 
chair of the 
2019 Scarsdale 
Bowl Committee in Scarsdale, 
NY. The Scarsdale Bowl is 
awarded annually to a Scarsdale 
resident in recognition of their 
outstanding volunteer service to 
the community. 



1980s 

Colleen McAvey '82 

was instrumental in a first 
amendment case, McAvey vs. 
OUBOCES, which leads the 
nation in case laws providing 
individuals the ability to report 
unethical workplace dynamics 
and protects the reporter from 
retaliation by their employer. 


Eileen Miller '83 retired in July 
2018 as a long-time teacher of 
kindergarten and first grades 
after a 35-year career. She 
remains involved in education as 
the president of the New Jersey 
School Board Association. 

Andrew Wasilisin '83 is the 

Director of Human Resources 
Management at the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA). 

1990s 

Christopher Guear '90 was 

hired as adjunct instructor 
of political science at Rowan 
College of Burlington County. 

Frederick Noble '92 has been 
hired as director of ministries at 
Friendship Community Baptist 
Church. 



Michele Lee Kozimor-King 

'93 co-authored a chapter in 
the book "Learning from Each 
Other: Refining the Practice of 
Teaching in Higher Education" 
(UC Press). Kozimor-King also 
is one of the book editors. The 
book is available for purchase 
through Amazon, Barnes and 
Noble, and UC Press. See also 
Barbara Prince '12 on page 28. 

Brett Charleston '94 was hired 
as superintendent of Glen Rock 
Public Schools. 

Feberico Fiondella '96 was 

recognized for her excellence 
in soccer as an inductee to the 
North Haven Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

Bryan Green '97 was hired as 
the assistant head coach of the 
University of Louisville men's 
soccer team. 


U What are your former professors up to? 

Our faculty and staff members are doing great things! 

The Achievements column recognizes recent 
accomplishments such as: 


Sara Atwood, associate professor of engineering and 
physics, recently published the engineering education 
article "Faculty perception before, during and after 
implementation of standards-based grading" in the 
Australasian Journal of Engineering Education. The work 
was funded by a National Science Foundation grant 
focused on transforming undergraduate education. 

Jean Batista Abreu, assistant professor of engineering 
and physics, published "Three-Dimensional Benchmark 
Problems for Design by Advanced Analysis: Impact of 
Twist" with the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

The peer-reviewed paper provides a set of benchmark 
problems in which the accurate modeling of the three- 
dimensional behavior of structural members is essential. 
Also, it illustrates the new steel design provisions and 
can be used to validate the adequate use of advanced 
methods of nonlinear structural analysis. 

Edward Frick, lecturer of education, presented on school 
leadership and the transgender experience at the 23rd 
Annual Values and Leadership Conference in Houston, 
Texas. The conference is sponsored by the Consortium for 
the Study of Leadership and Ethics in Education. 

James Hughes, professor of mathematics, contributed a 
chapter titled "Mathematics in Music: An Undergraduate 
Course" to the volume Theoretical and Practical Pedagogy 
of Mathematical Music Theory published by World 
Scientific (2019). 

Charla Lorenzen, associate professor of Spanish, was 
selected to review proposals for the 2019 American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages national 
conference. Lorenzen also served on the National 
Screening Committee for 2019-2020 English Teaching 
Assistant Fulbright applications in Dec. 2018. 

Susan Mapp, professor of social work, recently co¬ 
authored an article "Conducting rights-based short-term 
study abroad experiences" in Social Work Education. The 
article discusses how to prioritize the human rights of 
those being "helped" in service learning trips over those 
traveling, and avoiding voluntourism. 

For a full list of achievements, please visit our online magazine 
at blogs.etown.edu/magazine 
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Eric Cushing '98 

was named the 
first-ever 
executive 
director of the 
Philadelphia Police Foundation. 

The Reverend Chad Fair '98 

was installed as the new lead 
pastor of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church of Palm City in Florida on 
Saturday, July 21, 2018. 

2000s 

Andrea Thompson Baines f 01 

was inducted into the Berks 
Catholic Athletic Hall of Fame 
for volleyball, basketball and 
soccer for her time in Holy 
Name. She played soccer and 
basketball at E-town. 

Matthew Frailey f 02 was hired 
as the athletic director for 
Pocono Mountain East High 
School. 

Amy Milligan f 04 

recently published 
her second book 
titled "Jewish 
Bodylore: Feminist 
and Queer 
Ethnographies of 
Folk Practices," which contains 
the research for which she 
received the Innovative 
Scholarship Award from the 
Association for Jewish Studies 
women's caucus. 

Lauren DeFont 

Davidson f 05 was promoted to 
editor of Dickinson Magazine 
and director of special projects 
in the Office of Marketing and 
Communications. 


Jan Tammen f 05 was awarded 
the Commercial Finance 
Association's 40 Under 40 
award, which honors young 
professionals in the commercial 
finance industry. 

H Shannon 
I Zimmerman f 07 

X M earned her 

master's degree in 
public 

administration from The 
Pennsylvania State University. 
She is currently the director of 
communications for Hempfield 
School District. 

David L. Archer f 08 

earned a master's degree in 
organizational leadership from 
Central Penn College. 

Christine Sowers f 09 was hired 
as a special education teacher 
at Ringing Rocks Elementary in 
Pottsgrove School District. 

2010s 

Marshal 

Bowling Green State University. 

Barbara Prince f 12 co-authored 
a chapter in the book "Learning 
from Each Other: Refining the 
Practice of Teaching in Higher 
Education." She also began 
a tenure-track position as 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
at Morningside College in 
Sioux City, IA and received her 
doctorate in sociology from 
Bowling Green State University. 




JEWISH BODYLORE 


JL MY K. MILLIGAN 


ISI We want to hear from you! 

We're proud of you! Share your professional achievements, 
personal accomplishments and life milestones with us so 
we can share them with your fellow Blue Jays. Submit your 
update: etownalumni.com orclassnotes@etown.edu. 
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You minded. 


Audrey Hoffman f 08 '17 

obtained her Bachelor of 
Science in Biology/Pre-Vet 
and her Master of Business 
Administration from E-town 
College. She also was a 
member of the basketball team 
as an undergraduate and made 
some of her best memories 

on the court. Now, a competitive weight-lifter, Audrey is the 
co-owner of a veterinary practice—and gained the skills she 
needs to operate her business through the College's School of 
Continuing and Professional Studies MBA Program. Read more 
success stories at etown.edu. 


Ellie McPherson '13 was hired 
as an academic advisor for the 
Arts and Humanities Advising 
Department at the University of 
Texas at San Antonio. 


Kayla Roush '13 became a 
sixth-grade teacher at Milton 
Hershey School. 



Taylor Olian '14 

received the 2019 
Mason Pressly 
Memorial Medal 
for her 

achievement and service to the 
Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, its 
community and to the 
osteopathic profession. 


Brittany Stepp '15 became an 
associate at Eckert Seamans, 
Attorneys at Law. 


Ryan Conway '16 received the 
Mildred E. Mathias Graduate 
Student Research Grant from 
the UC Natural Reserve System 
for his research in the natural 
reserves. Conway is a graduate 
student at the University of 
California, Riverside. 


Stephen Wishard '16 was 

promoted to a senior associate 
position at SEK, CPAs & 
Advisors. 


Emily Blackwell '18 was 

promoted to talent selection 
and recruitment manager of The 
High Company in Lancaster, Pa. 

Adam Saubel '18 passed 
his CFP exam and earned his 
CLU and ChFC designations. 

He is a financial advisor for 
Northwestern Mutual Life. 

Erick Blank '18 passed his 
CFP exam and earned his CLU 
and ChFC designations. He 
serves as a financial advisor for 
Northwestern Mutual Life. 



Rusty E. Wynegar # 
MBA'18 was 

promoted to vice 
president of 
operations at High 
Steel Structures. 


More Class Notes online! 

Read the online edition of 
Elizabethtown for baby, 
wedding, anniversary, and 
other special photos and 
announcements. 
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ALUMNI 
SPOTLIGHT: 

RUNNING FOR A CAUSE 

Jessica Lister 03 

will be running two 
legs of The 
Monarch Ultra- 
Marathon, which 
starts on Sept. 19 in 
Peterborough, Ontario and ends 
at the Cerro Pelon Monarch 
Butterfly Sanctuary in Mexico on 
Nov. 4. "I have the amazing 
opportunity to run with a select 
few (at the end of the run) up 
the mountain to the Cerro Pelon 
Monarch Sanctuary," Lister said. 

As a participant in the 
Monarch Ultra project, she is 
running to raise awareness 
about Monarch butterflies. "My 
hope is that the monarch 
butterfly will become a symbol 
of resiliency, strength and 
empowerment for thousands of 
people, motivating them into 
conservation action," Lister said. 

The 4,300 km run covers the 
North American continent, 
tracing the migratory route of 
monarch butterflies. More than 
70 ultra runners will be 
traversing wild landscapes as 
well as populated urban areas 
while sharing the adventure with 
monarchs. 

Ultimately, the Monarch 
Ultra is a call for unity to work 
together, sharing a common 
goal of Earth stewardship and 
biodiversity conservation. 

Jessica and her husband, 
Matt '02 live in Maryland with 
their three children. 



PASSAGES 

ALUMNI 

Ralph N. Duncan '39 - Jan. 26, 2019 
Frances Groff '41 - Sept. 15, 2018 
Guy R. Buch '45 - July 4, 2018 (2&) 

George H. DeFrehn '47 - Nov. 30, 2018 

Willard Hershey '49 - Aug. 21,2018 

Hugh M. Miller'49-Jan. 6, 2019 

Albert Richwine '49 - March 14, 2019 (SIB 

Wilbur Shoemaker '49 - June 9, 2018 ( life 

Matthew M. Meyer '50 - Aug. 27, 2018 

Theresa J. Herr '52 - Dec. 28, 2018 

Julius H. Belser '53 - Dec. 19, 2018 

Leonard E. Shertzer '53 - Oct. 23, 2018 

George E. Bundy '54 - Feb. 27, 2018 

Arthur D. Burdett '54 - Nov. 18, 2018 

Donald Fogelsanger '55 - May 24, 2018 

Marion H. Geary '55 - Oct. 11,2018 

David H. Blanset '56 - May 18, 2018 

John D. Byers '56 - July 7, 2018 

Frank J. Lech '57 - July 19, 2018 

Otto J. Stahle '57 - June 16, 2018 

Ethel Ankeny '58 - Dec. 25, 2018 

Robert F. Smith '58 - Dece. 26, 2018 

Barbara Darlington Foreman '59 - Jan. 17, 2019 

Charles E. Imboden '59 - July 10, 2018 

William L. Kendig '60 - Aug. 21,2017 

Mary L. Millen '60 - Nov. 1,2018 

Bruce W. Tinglof '60 - Feb. 3, 2019 

Elva J. Goodhart '61 - Jan. 23, 2019 

Henry A. Matt '61 - Sept. 11, 2018 

Henry E. Whitley '61 - Feb. 9, 2019 

Robin B. Greene '62 - Dec. 16, 2018 

Reid L. Heeren '63 - Dec. 19, 2018 

Thomas B. Kear '63 - April 5, 2018 

Larry E. Smith '63 - Nov. 15, 2018 

John A. Heisey '64 - Sept. 15, 2018 

Marie M. Rettinger '64 - Oct. 6, 2018 

Michael J. Baldwin '65 - July 20, 2018 

Betty J. Bruner '65 - Jan. 28, 2018 

Don L. Bosserman '66 - Sept. 28, 2018 

Lary V. McSparren '66 - Jan. 23, 2019 

Sarah S. Raabe '67 - Oct. 8, 2018 

Jeffrey R. Young '67 - Oct. 29, 2018 

Carl D. Herbein '68 - Sept.16, 2018 

Landgild Schlesiger '69 - Nov. 16, 2017 

Robert E. Ames '70 - Sept.11, 2018 

Michael J. Cettei '70 - Oct. 1,2018 

Fred J. Fisher '70 - Nov. 15, 2018 

John F. Diesenbruch '71 - Nov. 8, 2018 


L. W. Abel, Jr. '72 - June 19, 2018 
Sara B. Berger '72 - Sept. 5, 2018 
Robert J. Haertsch '73 - Dec. 25, 2018 
Carol Sue Thompson '73 - May 5, 2018 
Harold J. Witmer '73 - Sept. 10, 2018 
Jack Cutler '74 - June 20, 2018 
Donald L. Neyhard '74 - Nov. 29, 2018 
Evan L. Porter '74 - Sept. 14, 2018 
Kim T. Alleman '76 - Nove. 21,2018 
Hoyt W. Bangs '76 - Jan. 12, 2019 
Charles T. Parker II '76 - Dec. 28, 2018 
Michael J. Wadzita '78 - Nov. 1,2018 
Marjorie M. Bush '79 - July 13, 2018 
Herman Lutz '81 - Aug. 6, 2018 
Cynthia L. Stoltzfus '84 - Jan. 14, 2019 
Jackie C. Shouldice '85 - Jan. 21,2019 
Eleanor Krause '85 - July 26, 2018 
Thomas F. Ranck '86 - Dec. 25, 2018 
William N. Vanderwerff '88 - June 5, 2017 
Robert Brame '89 - Aug. 15, 2018 
Kenneth T. Dunbar '8 - Oct. 8, 2018 
Melissa L. Giroud '90 - Sept. 29, 2018 
Michael L. Bower '95 - Nov. 8, 2018 
Lori D. Raver '96 - Feb. 3, 2019 
Andrew Maines '11 - Aug. 23, 2018 
Mackenzie O'Brien '18 - Sept.18, 2018 
Nadia H. Mourtaj '19 - Jan. 9, 2019 

FRIENDS 

Florence M. Bucher - May 25, 2018 
David A. Donovan - July 19, 2018 
C. William Eckenrode - Oct. 8, 2018 
Joe Forney - Sept. 6, 2018 
Mary C. Garrison - Aug. 26, 2018 
Lester Graybill - April 27, 2018 
John Hansberry, Jr. - March 16, 2017 
Sara H. Harting - June 30, 2017 
Barbara J. Hoover- Oct., 14, 2018 
Betty Frye - Aug. 5, 2018 
Kenneth K. Kistler - April 1,2018 
Debra Peterson - Aug. 8, 2018 
Mary Lou Sipe - Nov. 17, 2018 
Alexandra Spayd - Nov. 11, 2018 
Lorraine Steele - July 7, 2018 
Gergory P. Swartzlander - July 5, 2018 
Peter Wysochansky - June 17, 2018 


For a full list of Alumni and Friends passages, please visit our online magazine at www.blogs.etown.edu/magazine 

The bicycle symbol designates a member of the J.G. Francis Society. J.G. Francis Society members are 
individuals who have included Elizabethtown College in their estate plans. We are grateful for their gifts, which 
ensure the future of the College. 

Note: Passages are published in the issue immediately after the College is notified; we only publish passage 
listings brought to our attention within one year of "Elizabethtown" seasonal publication cycle. 
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Giving to the 
Greatest Need 


PUTNAM TRACK 

BOWERS CENTER FOR 

SPORTS, FITNESS AND WELL-BEING 

In 2011, Hurricane Irene devastated Schoharie, 
New York. Dusty Putnam's home was destroyed 
along with her church, neighborhood, the 
community's library and courthouse. "There was 
so much need in Schoharie. And so we gave there 
because that's where my heart was." 

Fast forward six years, and with her hometown on 
the mend, Dusty turned her heart toward E-town. 
"E-town has always been super special to me," 
she says. "I was an Army brat. I traveled the world 
and attended 13 different schools. At E-town, for 
the first time in my life, I was the same as everyone 
else. I was embraced and accepted. I was so 
happy." She describes E-town as the picture- 
perfect, quintessential college campus. 

"So when the College came to us, we weighed 
where we could make the biggest difference. We 
had done a lot for our town so we took a year off 
from giving to our village and gave here." 

With her gift, the 180-meter Putnam Track in the 
Bowers Center will open this summer. Home to 
the E-town track and field team, the space will also 
host large events and serve as gathering space for 
students and the college community. 


DUSTY A. PUTNAM 72 


# 








